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PARSHA OF THE WEEK
SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
KI TAVO
Rabbi Aharon Rose, 

Waverley Shul

Different types of love

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

INTERNATIONALLY renowned
lecturer and educator, Rabbi
Shalom Hammer, had his Pretoria
Hebrew Congregation audience
spellbound with his oratory recent-
ly, where he spent a Shabbat in
Pretoria, giving no less than five
inspirational and motivational
talks.

Brought out specially by the PHC
from Israel on this whirlwind tour,
he started his South African visit
with the sermon during the Friday
night service. Rabbi Hammer was
accompanied by his wife Gabi.

Rabbi Hammer’s presentations
helped place Jewish identity and
Eretz Yisrael into proper perspec-
tive, with deep insight and mean-
ing, with his unique brand of

humour thrown in. 
Shabbat morning, Rabbi Hammer

again spoke both in shul and after
the brocha which followed, before
speaking to all the youth and young
adults at a special luncheon held at
the home of PHC’s Rabbi Gidon and
Rebbetzen Aviva Fox.

After the seudat and havdalah,
many congregants gathered to buy
Rabbi Hammer’s two books, the
Family Parsha Book and The Rav
Yonasan Eybeshitz Hagaddah and
CDs of his lectures, which he auto-
graphed.  

Rabbi Hammer has had the
unique experience of having served
as a rabbi in the United States, and
educator in Israeli institutions and
as a chaplain for the Israeli Defence
Forces, giving him a distinct insight
on pertinent issues confronting the
Jewish world, both in Israel and the

Diaspora. 
He and his wife made aliyah in

1990, where he served in Tzahal
under the Israeli rabbinate branch
of the IDF. He has taught in some of
the finest institutions in Israel,
including Netiv Meir Jerusalem and
Machon Gold College for Women. 

Rabbi Hammer headed an adult
education programme, Netanya,
and was the rav of the newly
arrived 11th and 12th grade learners
from the former Soviet Union, in
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est in Jewish history and culture.  
The communications depart-

ment at the SAJBD, which
arranged for Mpho and Mbali to
celebrate their union with their
Jewish friends, is committed to
imparting our Jewish heritage to
our fellow countrymen, and to
finding ways in which they can
share it with us. 

The SAJBD’s “Freedom Seders”
held this year in Johannesburg,
Cape Town and Durban, are a good
example of this. Giving Mpho and
Mbali an opportunity to partici-
pate in a symbolic Jewish wedding
celebration was another. 

As always, learning is a two-way
process. The guests laughed and
ate together, sharing in wedding
experiences and enjoying the hap-
piness of the couple. Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft explained the various
customs of a Jewish wedding, and
presented Mpho and Mbali with a

“chuppa” specifically designed for
them in recognition of the warm
friendship that exists between us.

Reeva Forman, one of the
guests, summed up the occasion

when she said that it encapsulated
everything good that South Africa
had to offer.  

We wish the couple a happy and
wonderful future together.

Elsewhere, the Talmud adds:
From here (Deut 26:17-18) we see
that the Jewish people swore that
we would not exchange Hashem
for another god, and Hashem
swore to us that He would not
exchange us for another nation.
(Gittin 57b) 

The bottom line is that the
Jewish people are, and always will
be, the Chosen People. 

Some people are uncomfortable
with this seemingly arrogant idea -
it sounds racist; if you are one of
them, notice the order in which
this “choosing” is described; in
each case, G-d emphasises that we
chose Him and therefore G-d chose
us. 

Abraham was born into an idola-
trous world and when he was a
child, discovered and chose G-d.
Isaac and Jacob continued to
choose G-d, culminating in the
entire Jewish nation choosing G-d
at Mount Sinai. 

In other words, we are the
Chosen People because we are the
choosing people - we chose G-d. If
so, G-d choosing us is no more
unreasonable than a teacher relat-
ing differently to a student who

commandments.” (Deut. 26:17-18)
(The sages provide a number of

alternate translations of the
Hebrew words he-emarta and he-
emircha: “love”, “betrothed”, “dis-
tinguished”, “raised”, “exchanged
everything for”, or “chosen”.)

The Talmud explains: G-d said
to the Jewish people, “You have
made me one thing (chativa achat)
in the world and I will make you
one thing in the world.” (Brachot
6a) In the same place we learn that
Hashem puts on tefillin like we do
(though obviously on a spiritual
level); in our tefillin it speaks of
the greatness of G-d, in G-d’s
tefillin it speaks of the greatness
of the Jewish people.

AN OLDER couple regularly
attended shiurim together. The
rabbi was much impressed by how
harmonious and in love they
seemed; they always held hands all
through the shiur. 

One day after the shiur, the
rabbi couldn’t resist expressing
his admiration. “I find it so inspi-
rational to see how deeply in love
you are, even, after all these years,
holding hands like that.”

The wife looked up sharply and
said: “It’s not love, Rabbi, I’m just
keeping him from cracking his
knuckles.”

In this week’s parsha, Ki Tavo,
Hashem describes the unique
nature of our loving relationship:
“Today you have declared alle-
giance (he-emarta) to G-d, making
Him your G-d, and (pledging to)
walk in His paths, keep His
decrees, commandments and laws,
and to obey His voice. 

“G-d has similarly declared alle-
giance (he-emircha) to you today,
making you His special nation as He
promised you, therefore keep all His

Gabi and her hus-

band, Rabbi Shalom

Hammer, auto-

graphing his book

for Rabbi Gidon and

Aviva Fox of the

Pretoria Hebrew

Congregation.

Bishop Makwarela of the Christian Zionist Church of Limpopo

Province, presides over a black wedding with a Jewish flavour.  In the

centre is the groom, Mpho Tsedu with Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiri-

tual leader of the country communities looking on.

Hammering home a point through brilliant oratory

A Venda boy and Zulu girl celebrate a Jewish wedding
INGRID ZEIFERT

IT WAS a “Jewish wedding” cele-
bration with a difference. The
groom’s mother wore traditional
Venda clothing and the bride’s
mother wore the bright colours of
traditional Zulu dress, reflecting
love and happiness.

The Bishop of the Christian
Zionist Church of Limpopo
Province, to which the couple
belong, donned a tallis. Traditional
Jewish dancing started. Respecting
the culture of their church, there
was no wine on the table.

Mpho Tsedu and Mbali Radebe
were officially married earlier this
year. 

Mpho, a prominent local media
personality and television star, was
one of the journalists sent on the
March of the Living programme by
the SAJBD in 2005. He went on to
Israel, further developing his inter-

consistently goes beyond her
requirements and demonstrates
particular enthusiasm, respect
and loyalty.

Being the Chosen People does-
n’t mean you get to rub other
people’s noses in it - it means that
you have been chosen for a cru-
cial job - to be a “light to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:6) - which you
can and must be in any and every
situation you find yourself.

But it also means that you
should know what to answer
when some nudnick tells you
that the Jewish people were cho-
sen, once upon a time, but that
choice has been superseded. It
wasn’t, isn’t and won’t be.

Hadera.
He currently teaches in a

Mechina pre-army yeshiva pro-
gramme in Kiryat Gat for post high
school Israeli students. The
Mechina is affiliated with the
Yeshivat Hesder in Sderot where
he spends much of his time.

Rabbi Hammer’s “Sleepless
Sermon” appears weekly on OU
Radio (www.ou.org) or e-mail rab-
bihammer@rabbihammer.org to
be placed on his mailing list.  
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